
Interpretation Centre  
for the “Boa Esperança” 
Caravel and the Portuguese 
Discoveries
An epic voyage through  
the Portuguese Discoveries 

App Lagos: Caravela  
“Boa Esperança” 
Download the app and experience life on board  
a caravel in an immersive and highly emotive way, 
recreating the atmosphere of the Age of Discoveries.  
Experience the city of Lagos with interactions, 
information, and augmented reality of the sites related 
to the Portuguese Discoveries, as well as the company 
of some of the crew members.

Route of your visit
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The “Boa Esperança” Caravel (Good Hope)
The Boa Esperança Caravel is a replica of one of the Portuguese caravels used in the Portuguese Discoveries.  
These caravels were used instead of cogs and balingers.  They made their way around coastlines such as Cape 
Bojador and the Cape of Storms, which were full of sea monsters and other tales that terrified the seafarers.  
New territories were founded, giving rise to an overseas empire still present today in the cultures of Angola, Brazil, 
Cape Verde, Goa, Guinea-Bissau, Macau, Malacca, Mozambique, São Tomé and Príncipe, and East Timor.

Boa Esperança (Good Hope) bears the symbol of the Cross of Christ on its lateen sails, in honour of the Order  
of Christ, of which Prince Henry the Navigator was mayor and governor, and which had its first headquarters in the 
Algarve town of Castro Marim. On the main mast, Boa Esperança will always carry the arms of the Prince of Sagres.

Initially built for the Portuguese Sailing Training Association (APORVELA), it was launched on 28th of April 1990,  
the year in which it began its ocean voyages. Boa Esperança was intended to enable sea and sailing training, 
especially for young people, to participate in competitions and other nautical events and to investigate  
the behaviour and manoeuver of the ancient caravels. After being acquired by the Algarve Tourism Board in 2001,  
it became a means of promoting the Algarve and its history. 

Since then, it has travelled many nautical miles on noble missions. It has visited European and Mediterranean 
ports. It has taken part in major regattas. It has been the set for documentaries and films. It has hosted tourists 
and students for guided tours about the Age of the Discoveries and the life of sea people from the 15th to the 17th 
centuries. It has helped to strengthen relations with Portuguese communities abroad.

Interpretation Centre  
for the “Boa Esperança” 
Caravel and the Portuguese 
Discoveries
The Boa Esperança Caravel has been moored in Lagos 
since 16th June 2001, and includes an interpretation 
centre on board, where you can learn more about 
the role of the Algarve and the caravels in the 
Portuguese Discoveries, through a memorable 
educational and sensory experience.

Visiting times: 
Tuesday to Sunday: 10.00 am to 6.00 pm

Closed: Mondays, January 1st, December 24th, 25th 
and 31st

Contact for visits: 
Phone: (+351) 282 770 000 | (+351) 969 685 985

Location
GPS: 37.106215, -8.673347
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